Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 


UNITED STATES OEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 


EARM aa 


A IDES 
CASH RECEIPTS AND GRO 


TURKEYS 
1953 - 1954 


Be x 
s DEP AgT., a 


£ ie - 
ee Ricuy Ture p 
TURKEYS ON FARMS, JANUARY 1} of Seed 
1954 - 1955 
BY STATES 


WASHINGTON, De Ce 
MARCH 1955 


oy 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
March 25, 1955 


FARM PRODUCTION, DISPOSITION, CASH RECEIPTS AND GROSS INCOME FOR TURKEYS 
1953 - 54 


Turkey production in 1954 totaled about 63 million birds, the Crop Reporting 
Board announced, This is 11 percent more than the 57 million turkeys produced 
in 1953. Production was above that of 1953 in 36 States, the same in 4 States 
and less in 8 States. 


California was again the leading State in the production of turkeys, with 
about 9,971,000 birds in 1954, followed by Minnesota with 7,763,000, Virginia with 
5,154,000, Iowa with 4,217,000, Texas with 3,006,000 and Ohio with 2,360,000 birds. 
These 6 States accounted for over half the turkeys produced in 1954. The Western 
States, the largest producing area in the United States, produced 26 percent of 
the Nation's turkeys in 1954, the West North Central 25 percent, the South 
Atlantic 19 percent, the Fast North Central 13 percent, the South Central 9 per- 
cent and the North Atlantic 8 percent. 


Heavy and Light Breed Turkeys Increase: Turkey growers raised 45, 340,000 
heavy breed turkeys in 1954 —- 9 percent more than in 1953. They raised 


18,296,000 light breed turkeys, an increase of 17 percent. Of the turkeys raised 
in 1954 about 71 percent were heavy breeds and 29 percent light breeds, compared 
with 73 percent heavy and 27 percent light in 1953. 


Turkey Sales Larger: Turkeys sold in 1954 totaled 62,578,000 —- 11 percent 
more than in 1953. Numbers sold were larger in all parts of the country. About 
13 percent more pounds of turkey were sold in 1954 because birds were sold at - 
slightly heavier weights than in 1953. 


January 1 Breeder Hen Holdings: Breeder hen holdings of the heavy breeds 
on January 1, 1955, were 5 percent larger than a year earlier, while holdings 
of light breed hens were 16 percent smaller, All other turkeys on hand Jan- 
unary 1, 1955 (market birds and breeder toms) were 6 percent larger. 


Prices Decreased: The average price received for turkeys sold in 1954 
was 28,8 cents per pound, live weight, compared with 33.6 in 1953, Although 
prices growers received for turkeys sold in 1954 were 14 percent less than in 
1953, prices paid for feed were about the same. 


Cash Receipts Smaller: Cash receipts from the sale of about 1,076 million 
pounds, live weight, of turkeys in 1954 were about 310 million dollars -- 3 per- 
cent less than in 1953. A 13 percent increase in pounds ef turkey sold was more 
than offset by a 14 percent decrease in the average price. 


Market Turkeys Heavier: Market turkeys averaged 17.2 pounds live weight 
in 1954, compared with 17.0 in 1953. 


Death Loss: Loss in poults in 1954 was 10 percent of those started, 
compared with 9.4 in 1953. Breeder hen losses were 5.9 percent, compared 
with 6.1 in 1953. 
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